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FOREWORD 
Queenslanders are indebted to the members of the 
Historical Society of Queensland for the capable and 
diligent way in which the Society has searched for, ob-
tained and preserved valuable records of the State, 
which may have otherwise perished; and also for the 
manner in which the Society has kept before the people 
of Queensland, by lectures and writings, an outline of 
the history of our country. 
Able writers have contributed excellent articles to 
the Society's Journal, from time to time, and Volume 
III, No. 6, too, is of high standard. This issue dis-
cusses the centenary of Newstead House, which was 
celebrated in the month of March of this year, and 
that occurrence reminds us that in about twelve years 
ahead our citizens will be celebrating another import-
,ant event, the centenary of self-government in Queens-
land. Therefore, reliable information concerning the 
foundation, development and remarkable progress of 
Queenslan(i is very important, and the Historical 
Society is rendering a fine service in preserving early 
and subsequent records. 
Such a task is a vital duty of citizenship, and in per-
forming it those responsible not only honour the 
pioneers but also provide inspiration for those who are 
now building a more powerful State in our great Com-
monwealth. Of those who did the foundational work 
the Australian poet, George Essex Evans, aptly re-
marks: "Ah, not in vain 0 pioneer!" 
That distinguished historian, Dr. G. M. Trevelyan, 
in discussing the educative influence of history says 
that— 
"History attempts to answer two great ques-
tions : what was the life of men and women in past 
ages; and how did the present state of things evolve 
out of the past?" 
He expresses strongly the opinion that the study of 
history promotes proper understanding and a higher 
form of civilisation, and, in addition, is a great aid in 
the solving of present day problems. In conclusion 1 
wish to emphasise my view that in encouraging the 
study of the history of Queensland, and in preserving 
valuable historical records of the State, the Historical 
Society of Queensland is engaged in a noble task. 
J. LAECOMBE, Chairman, 
The Treasury, Brisbane. Newstead House Trust. 
December 1st, 1947. 

